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1. WORLD WITHOUT END….

INTRODUCTION

Be careful to pass the Land on as an inheritance
to your descendants forever (1 Chronicles 28)

As we become more aware of the intricate and interconnected relationships between people and the
God-given natural processes which sustain life, the more we can recognise the environmental and
ecological crisis as a significant challenge for Christian discipleship.
We are now able to recognise that the way we live as people and as Christian communities, does
have an impact on the wider world – that pollution from our cars contributes to global climate
chaos, that waste from our homes can eventually affect marine life hundreds of miles away, that
how we spend our money makes life or death very real for others across the planet.
There are now tangible dangers to the world’s natural
support systems. Pollution and production are outstripping
the availability of resources. The planet’s fresh water
supplies are in decline because of contamination, global
warming and excessive demand. Species and habitats are
being destroyed faster than scientists are able to identify
them. Damage brought about by Climate Change is already
causing rises in sea-levels, extreme storm weather and
severe droughts. Life is under threat.

In October 2003, Devon Churches Green Action published an action report on Climate Change
called ‘Cool It!’. These papers are an extension and development of that action report.
The purpose of ‘WORLD WITHOUT END’ is to encourage our church organisations and structures
to take these matters seriously and to make changes which reduce their damaging impacts, whilst
offering new opportunities for Christian social action that make a positive difference. These papers
suggest that saying ‘yes’ to life and ‘no’ to death is a Christian imperative which can be expressed
in how we run our churches on a daily basis.
We can consume less and re-use more. We can we travel more carefully. There are there alternative ways to save and spend. We are able to
contribute to more sustainable buildings, land-use and support for the
community. If we changed our lifestyles as congregations and at home,
could we reverse the trends of eco-destruction and leave a healthier
legacy for our children’s children, as God intends?

2. A VISION OF AN ECO-CHURCH
Mr and Mrs Smith arrive for church by car, with just a minute to spare before the service begins.
They couldn’t have got there any faster due to the extensive 20 mph zones around the church.
Most people these days walk or cycle to church, especially the growing number of young people
who are increasingly attracted by a new focus on ‘peace, justice and the integrity of creation’. A
gleaming new covered ‘bike park’ has taken the place of three parking spaces; a much better use of
the space as it will accommodate up to 20 bikes.

(drawing by Bob Gale)

It is just that bit too far for Mr and Mrs Smith to walk or cycle but they offer a lift to another couple
and their young daughter, so the car arrives full! The church now charges for parking, so it makes
sense to share one’s car and split the costs. The £5 parking charge goes towards a special ‘climate
change fund’, which makes donations towards reforestation and solar cooker projects in developing
countries.
Mr and Mrs Smith and their ‘passengers’ rush towards the church entrance, passing the small
organic garden, with its solar powered fountain, on the way. This is a wonderfully peaceful and
restful place for people in the wider community to come and sit and relax. One look at this beautiful
haven and they slow down, feeling immediately refreshed after a hectic start to the day. They ignore
the compost bins and the water butts that collect water off the church roof, but both are vital to
keeping the organic garden the way it is. A further garden at the back of the church grows organic
vegetables. The church has offered the space to a community project helping those with learning

difficulties learn gardening skills. The fresh organic vegetables are donated to a shelter which
provides healthy meals for environmental refugees from ‘the South’.
Mr and Mrs Smith enter the church through double doors, fitted to provide insulation. They are
greeted and handed the order of service and notices, printed on 100% recycled paper, as is all the
church’s publications. The church has adopted a ‘zero waste’ policy, so all paper, cardboard,
plastics and glass is collected for recycling. Actually, there is very little waste created as the church
has a clear policy of never using disposable items. The Junior church/Sunday School uses scrap
paper provided free by a local printers and this is recycled once used.
Mr and Mrs Smith walk down a carpeted interior and take a seat where cushions have been added.
These additions have made the church feel more welcoming, more comfortable, warmer and better
insulated.
The church is lit by low energy light bulbs, powered by the photovoltaic solar panels and micro
wind turbines fitted on the church roof. The church is not only self-sufficient in energy, but actually
exports some of the electricity it generates to the national grid. Over the year the energy costs are
therefore negligible, though it does need to buy in extra electricity for heating the church in winter.
This is bought from a renewable energy company that generates power from a local community
supported wind farm. Because no fossil fuels are used to provide the energy the church uses, it is
‘carbon neutral’. The church therefore contributes no carbon dioxide to the atmosphere at all (CO2
is the main gas responsible for global warming and climate change).
The service always has an ‘environmental and social justice’ slot, with stories, drama, information
sharing or prayers on the themes of creation/ecology and social justice issues. This is particularly
popular with the young; indeed they very often lead this part of the service. This weekly focus has
led to the full commitment by the church community towards the ‘eco-church’ principles and
policies that the church has adopted.
This morning’s sermon on the theme of ‘Contraction and convergence: a 2000 year old idea?’ has
gone on a little long, and Mr Smith is regretting that extra cup of tea at breakfast! As soon as the
service is over he rushes off to the ‘grey water’ toilet. This uses water collected from the roof to
flush the toilets and has reduced water consumption considerably. The church roof has many uses;
indeed it is a God send!
Only recycled toilet paper and cleaning products that avoid chlorine based bleaches are used in the
toilets. Cleaning products that are 100% biodegradable are used in other parts of the church.
Mrs Smith meanwhile goes off to enjoy her cup of fairtrade coffee and stock up on fairtrade goods
at the Traidcraft stall. She spots a notice advertising for people to go tree planting again (it was such
good fun last year…) and another requesting help in the organic garden for a few hours a week. She
decides this would be a good thing to do, as they have decided that the time has come to make their
own garden organic, and volunteering might help her pick up some useful tips.
Finally, after a good chat with others, Mr and Mrs Smith leave. They are not accompanied by their
‘passengers’ this time as their friends have decided to take a walk and then catch one of the now
frequent and reliable Sunday buses, subsidised through higher parking charges and congestion
charging in the region’s main urban centres.
As they depart, they look proudly at the notice at the front of their church declaring that this is

‘an eco-church’ and underneath this: ‘ALL WHO CARE FOR LIFE WELCOMED HERE’.

3. THEOLOGY IN PRACTICE
A Theology for the Whole Inhabited Earth
The Judaeo-Christian understanding of the human relationship with the rest of the world is both rich
and diverse. The more conventional view of humans called to have “dominion” over the earth has
been replaced by more appropriate and more traditional models.
The biblical narrative affirms people as being ‘partners’ with God and the whole earth community
(e.g. Genesis 9:8-17). We are part of the complex web of life in which all is connected.
There is also the insight of being ‘Priests of Creation’ (or ‘stewards’) given a particular role of
carrying a responsibility for the wider world – of caring about and for other creatures, the Land,
Water and so on. This role is referred to explicitly in the books of Deuteronomy and Leviticus, but
implicitly in later parts of the Bible, where, for example, the Jerusalem Temple is seen as a
microcosm of the whole Universe created by God.
The Psalms speak consistently of the plants, animals, trees and
mountains expressing the wonder and awe of the divine. The
Creation expresses something of the Creator and as such is sacred
– demanding respect and reverence. Jesus refers to the same with
his use of agricultural and natural metaphors and symbols. The
mustard seed, for instance, is one encapsulation of God’s kingdom
and hope for life.
In addition, the principle of ‘Sabbath’, the built in requisite for periods of rest stands at the pinnacle
of Creation. Our search for non-stop busyness or economic activity or insatiable consumerism is
ever to be balanced by the need to stop. All life requires rhythms of activity and dormancy, and we
ignore this at our peril.
All such social teaching points in one direction, that as God’s people we are to interact with and
through the stuff of life – animal, vegetable, mineral. The world is created as good, though not yet
complete, and how we treat it is central to our Christian discipleship.
In reality, we depend on the Earth, not the Earth on us. We are sustained by those physical and
ecological processes which God has initiated, and our lifestyles must continually be challenged, if
we are intentionally or unintentionally threatening the rich tapestry of life. God always calls us to
togetherness – to be a part of the whole – and to reject that which causes division, fragmentation
and brokenness.
Hebrew Scripture and Creation
The Old Testament is full of references to creation and of human beings place within it. The Old
Testament keeps a distance between humanity and God which is summarized at the fall in the book
of Genesis when Adam and Eve are thrown out of the garden of Eden and hit the world running,
learning about childbirth, human relationships and a new relationship with the land. They are told

to till the land and subdue it – it is there so that humanity can have dominion, which is not the same
as being in control. Humanity is given the land in trust, through the covenant grace of God, as seen
later on in Genesis when Noah and his family emerge from the Ark with all the animals. God
promises to Noah and to the world that the world would be sustainable, that no matter what human
beings did, God would not intervene.
In other words, it’s up to us to develop and cherish what we have, but at the same time we need to
be responsible stewards of the creation which is entrusted into our care. It is up to human beings to
make a go of things and to work responsibly with creation in order to bring about hope for all the
world. For Noah it was a new beginning, but in the same way that God would not wipe the slate
clean, such was the same for us. God will not get us out of the scrapes we get ourselves into as we
slowly destroy what creation gives us. We have a responsibility to recognise what we, as human
beings, are doing to each other and the planet on which we live, so that we can pull back, respect
what has been entrusted to us, use it wisely and develop opportunities, so that all can live using the
resources of the world, so generously entrusted to us by God.
The Old Testament is a book of Covenant, and that Covenant is symbolised in the rainbow, a sign
of hope. The rainbow symbolises that there will be a continuity – that seedtime and harvest,
summer and winter, cold and heat will never cease…or at least God will not make it happen.
There is clear recognition in the Old Testament that the land is not given to us but is entrusted to us
as human beings. The central story of the Old Testament is that of the Exodus, a movement of
God’s people through a wildemass. A barren place where nothing grows, but God’s people journey
on, to the land that has been entrusted to them as an inheritance. There is a clear line back to the
roots of sustainability in the production of God as each year the changing seasons bring about the
harvest. In the book of Deuteronomy each year the first fruits are taken to the temple and offered to
God. More than that, the history of the people is recited… my ancestor was a wandering
Arimean…the harvest was and still is, rooted in history, a history which joints us to the past and
gives us hope for the future. To sustain the land is part of the inheritance of faith and the land is
seen as the place where God may be discovered.

Expressing Belief through Behaviour
If these emphases are to be recognised and developed by our Christian communities in the modern
world, they must be expressed in action. We must live out God’s justice and love through our
lifestyles; we are called to share solidarity with the vulnerable and the weak in how we live and
work.
This clearly can, and should, happen in our personal lives. At home, within our households,
families, neighbourhoods, parishes and congregations, we take steps to respect all life, to better
share the world’s resources, to redistribute wealth, to reduce our greed in the face of others need to
respect all life, to waste less and re-use more and so on.
The purpose of these papers is to encourage our churches as institutions and organisations to change
their patterns of behaviour to better reflect the priorities and purposes of God.

Some churches, for example, have long since shunned financial investment in armaments, in
oppressive regimes, in alcohol or drugs. Others have placed a strong emphasis on simplistic
lifestyle, whether in religious communities or in the congregation.
These documents set out seven areas of church activity
and suggest ways of changing these in order to contribute
to a more sustainable world and as our response to God’s
imperative to seek justice, mercy and love for the whole
inhabited earth…
Confession and Challenge
The Biblical creation stories give human beings privilege and responsibility in relation to the earth
and every living creature. We are called to be co-partners with the rest of creation in the ongoing
creative and renewing activity of God. Such partnership goes wrong when human beings sin by
acting as if the whole earth were simply for their present benefit. God’s way, revealed in the Bible
and particularly in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, is a generous sharing of the divine
love to serve the needs of God’s creation until it is released from bondage and healed upon Jesus’
return.
We acknowledge that we have spoiled God’s gift of creation by selfish exploitation. Instead of
exercising humility and prudence in our pursuit of progress, our activities have been marred by
greed, pride and ignorance. The more our population and technological power have increased, the
more we have multiplied the scale of damage. The physical consequences have come home to our
generation as never before. These have come from a largely utilitarian, human-centred approach to
the environment. It cannot be stressed too much that, both individually and collectively, we need
radically to re-examine our lifestyle and assumptions.
Human impact on the environment is serious. In Devon, air pollution, agricultural run-off, localised
over-tourism, loss of wildlife, landfill and the degradation of habitats and landscapes continue to
diminish our beautiful natural heritage. Our daily activities are having knock-on effects such as
global warming; damage to the ozone layer; deforestation; desertification; species extinction;
habitat degradation; loss of topsoil and pollution of air, water and soil.
These environmental impacts in turn have brought severe disruption to human life in many parts of
the world, especially among the poor who are the least equipped to cope. There are now more
environmental refugees worldwide – people who have been forced to abandon their lands as a result
of flooding, drought, soil erosion, deforestation, earthquakes, nuclear accidents or toxic spills – than
those displaced by civil wars and persecution. Sustainable development also includes the social
dimension.
As Archbishop Rowan Williams recently stated, “There is little doubt that we in Europe, and
across the globe, are now facing critical issues about the human relationship with the non-human
world in general, and our human ecological management in particular. The effects and
implications of Climate Change, resource depletion, pollution and systemic breakdown raise
enormous questions of discipleship for us.

It is dangerous to separate economic costs from ecological values. Such thinking risks the loss of a
sense of our rootedness in God’s Creation Covenant with the Earth, and with all that is therein.”
Conclusions
Recognising our interdependence within the Web of Creation, any theology for developing more
sustainable lifestyles and more sustainable communities needs to include three particular principles:

Solidarity

-

empathy alongside, and co-operation with those most
at risk as the current situation of despoilation, desecration and
destruction continues: poorer communities, the non-human world,
future generations
“LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR AS YOURSELF”

Subsidiarity

-

no larger nor more distant than necessary: reducing
distance, speed and quantity.
Bringing decision making and
consequential effects to local and human level. This means
supporting the small-scale from a global perspective.
“SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL – THINK GLOBALLY, ACT
LOCALLY”

Sufficiency

-

being clearer about the limits to human economic
growth and re-emphasising the quality of life rather than quantity of
products. Developing a living theology of enough and re-discovering
simplicity and self-denial.
“LIVE SIMPLY THAT ALL MAY SIMPLY LIVE”

4. AREAS OF POLICY – (a) Energy
Your welfare depends on the land as much as the welfaref
Your welfare depends on the land as much as the welfare
theofland
depends
on you
(Deuteronomy
11)
the land
depends
on you
(Deuteronomy
11)
Scientists overwhelmingly suggest that the most pressing issue facing the planet is global warming.
The minimal use of energy and carbon dioxide emissions is important for other reasons. Buildings
can contribute to energy efficiency in many ways. Transport, and especially growing air travel, is a
great consumer of energy, and buildings can help by being positioned to reduce car travel by users
and by using locally sourced materials for construction.
A lot of energy is involved in the manufacture of building materials and various tables are
published comparing their ‘primary embodied energy’. These show, for example, that lead takes
five times more energy to produce than recycled steel, while aluminium and plastics are broadly
similar; bricks take half the amount of energy to make than concrete. A vegetarian diet consumes
less energy and water than a meat diet. Locally-produced food uses less energy than distantly
grown crops.

In future, better designed buildings are likely to produce energy rather than consume it. Insulation,
low-energy units, efficient appliances may be more expensive initially, but cover their costs well in
the longer term.
However, people with lower incomes can be affected by ‘fuel poverty’, finding it difficult to pay
heating bills or energy charges. This is true in Devon as well as in countries in ‘the South’, whether
pensioners in Plymouth or peasants in Peru.
In global terms, the world’s oil reserves are in decline and could be almost exhausted in the next
thirty years. It is essential to think ahead and to conserve rather than consume regardlessly.
Churches are called to:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

reduce their energy use of heating and lighting through better insulation
encourage the development of renewable energy in the community
switch to more energy efficient appliances and energy systems which consume less energy
such as installing low-energy efficient light bulbs, Triple A Fridges, condensing boilers
discourage wasteful use of energy at home and in church

(v)
(vi)

switch to a ‘green tariff’ or ‘good energy’ supplier
promote lifestyles which are less dependent on the burning of petroleum, coal and gas

Ideas for action:
☺
☺
☺

☺

Audit your church buildings for energy
with the assistance of other organisations
[see Devon Churches Green Action Eco-Audit]
Introduce more efficient heating systems into
churches, clergy housing, schools, halls, etc.
Investigate a feasibility study for renewable
energy sourcing for your church e.g. ground-source
heating; domestic-size wind turbines on vicarages;
solar panels on church roofs
[Contact Devon Churches Energy Network for advice]
Purchase electricity or gas from a company
which invests strongly in renewable sources of energy *
*

For an independent evaluation of available choices see the Ethiscore report on Green
Electricity
Supplies
(from
Ethical
Consumer
Magazine):
www.ethiscore.org/report.aspx?ID=245274&free=true. They commend companies
such as Ecotricity (01453 756111), Good Energy (01249 766090) Green Energy
(0845 456 9550) Eco Energy (0845 745 5455).

St. John’s Church Hall, Shiphay, Torquay
In 2003 St. John’s Church took the innovative step of installing photovoltaic plates on the roof
of the Church Hall. With the aid of grants their intention was to make the building a producer
of electricity instead of just a consumer.
Two years later the panels, which are guaranteed maintenance-free for 25 years, convert Direct
Current electricity to AC. An ‘export meter’ then feeds power into the National Grid at 8p per
unit (comparing with 3p per unit used by Economy 7 night heaters).
The hall now needs further work to insulate its walls and roof and to redecorate its interior.
For finding up-to-date
www.solarsense.uk.com

information

See Section 7 for resources and websites

on

grant

funding

try

www.grantfinder

or

4. AREAS OF POLICY - (b) Buildings and Land

You will be called repairers of broken walls
and regenerators of streets and homes (Isaiah 58)

In our northern European climate most concern has been given on how to keep heat inside
buildings, i.e. ‘thermal envelope design’. Contemporary ideas include super-insulation, tight
construction and using heat-exchange ventilation. Heating, cooling and lighting systems need to be
as efficient as possible. Fitting sub-meters about a building can help building users identify where
energy (and therefore cost) efficiencies can be made.

Sometimes it is possible to use on-site energy sources, especially solar energy, but also geothermal
energy may become more popular. Solar and photovoltaic panels can be used either to heat water
or to generate electricity. Even on historic buildings, fitting tiles or ‘shingles’ to roofs in a discrete
manner may be acceptable.

Apart from these hi-tech solutions, there are other
ways in which good building design can use
nature to reduce energy consumption. One way is
to position the building to benefit from the sun’s
heating in winter or to reduce the sun in summer.
Shading and tree planting can help here. Local
wind strengths can be worked with to reduce or
increase heat loss, depending on circumstances.

Natural ventilation systems, e.g. trickle ventilation, can be used to move air through the building
without pumping it. And there are good, old-fashioned methods such as openable windows.
Likewise, well-placed windows can reduce the need for artificial light, especially if window glare
control is incorporated in the design.

In particular, church property such as manses, schoolrooms, parsonages, presbyteries or vicarages
can often be very inefficient and wasteful in terms of energy, whilst pockets of land such as ‘glebe’
are not assessed in terms of social or environmental enhancement.
Churchyards can provide important habitat for a variety of flora and fauna – lichens, mosses, trees,
mammals, birds, insects and even reptiles. Setting aside specific areas for wild flowers and natural
vegetation can enhance such biodiversity and help to promote conservation. Ponds and hedges will
add extra benefits.

Churches are called to:
(i)

consider the needs of the wider community and environment when selling land, buildings
and other assets
(ii) encourage the appropriate development of social, affordable and sustainable housing
projects
(iii) protect and enhance habitats for wildlife and biodiversity
(iv) build-in maximum energy and water efficiencies into new buildings
(v) be sensitive to local culture and use local sources for materials
(vi) reduce use of chemicals to control pests and avoid off-gassing pollutants
(vii) use sustainable building supplies whenever possible, such as fair-traded textiles and timber
from renewable sources
(viii) take into account the lifetime costs of materials when re-ordering their premises
(ix) sharing their buildings with other denominations or community organisations

Ideas for action:
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Use your churchyard and church plant
to conserve plants and animals (meadows,
nest boxes, native trees, community orchards, etc.)
Re-order your church to include space for
community activities
Use water-based paints, sealants and adhesives
Design and produce your own furniture
and fittings, or use local crafts people
Always use FSC (Forest timber and avoid hardwoods)
St. Sidwell’s, Exeter
In an ambitious scheme involving the Anglican parish, Local Authority, Housing
Association and other partners, St. Sidwell’s church in Exeter has seen a dramatic
change in recent years. The 1950’s building was redesigned internally with the
construction of eighteen flats, a community café, workshops and activity rooms, as
well as a chapel, and use of land and the churchyard for a community garden.
It now provides a centre for health eating, I.T. skills, parenting groups, worship and
home for up to 24 residents. The churchyard encourages wildlife and provides a green
space in the city centre. The community garden is organic and solar panels provide
hot water for use in the kitchens. The re-ordered church is used by hundreds of people
each week who find it an important safe space to meet in with a caring sustainable
community ethos for future generations.

See Section 7 for resources and websites

4. AREAS OF POLICY – (c) Waste

May the glory of God endure for ever…….who
looks on the earth and it moves
(Psalm104)

Our society continues to produce vast quantities of waste. Excess packaging, unnecessary junkmail, throw-away products and disposable goods, all contribute to ongoing problems with ‘rubbish’
needed to be either buried or burned.
It has been suggested that 60,000 disposable nappies are dumped in the ground every day in
Devon. About 30% of all household waste is organic matter which could be composted.
Landfill sites are filling-up fast and we need to explore more effective forms of minimising waste
as well as disposing of it. Reclamation and re-cycling are important, though tackling the problem
‘upstream’ is better by producing less rubbish in the first place. For Christians, the entire Creation
is sacred – we cannot ‘throw away’ without desecrating somewhere else. Why should others want
what we do not?

Churches are called to:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)

purchase products which minimise the production of material waste and pollution
encourage the re-use and repair of materials, especially the composting of organic matter
dispose of waste in sustainable and socially responsible ways
maximise the proportion of paper and card they use from recycled and sustainable sources
recycle office supplies and products such as cartridges, plastics, light bulbs, batteries
reduce the use of disposable cutlery or crockery at church events

Ideas for action:
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Build or provide composting boxes for
churchyards and church events
Locate re-cycling containers in or near
church buildings
Separate materials in church offices for
re-use/re-cycling
Support organisations which supply
second-hand or restored goods
(e.g. Tools for Self-Reliance, Furniture Re-use)
Use e.mail appropriately to reduce paper waste
and, if necessary, print on re-used paper

Ecology Group
St. Paul’s Church, Newton Abbot formed a Wolborough Ecology Group in 2003 which has
met for study and action on practical green issues. Since the group has been leading
Creation-centred services services and revising its use of the church grounds. Bird boxes
have been sited, a wild flower meadow established and a One World/Peace Garden is being
investigated.
Through the Devon Association for Renewable Energy (DARE) an energy survey was carried
out with the prospect of installing a high-efficiency condensing boiler for the church.
Re-cycling is now given a high priority in the Hall Kitchen and a positive relationship on
these issues is growing between the parish and the District Council.

See Section 7 for resources and websites

4. AREAS OF POLICY - 4(d) Water

To all who are thirsty, I will give free drink
from the spring of the water of life (Revelation 21)

In our global, interconnected world, water can no longer be just a local issue. Consumer habits are
wasting water directly and indirectly, within and across regions. For example, intense farming of
single crops to supply the demands of consumers, makes huge demands on water supplies.
Intensive agricultural production, which depends on continual irrigation, divert water away from the
needs of local communities and habitats.
Water should be treated as a social good and a human right rather than as a commodity or
commercial product. It must be ensured that there are affordable pricing systems under public
accountability. The costs to consumers should be re-directed to the benefit of the community
rather than for private profit.
Increasingly, fresh water is seen as a resource in short supply across the world. Salination,
pollution, melting of ice and hot weather all contribute to there being less fresh water available to
sustain human and other life. Shrinking glaciers, for example, are clearly causing river levels to
drop worldwide, and some underground supplies have already been exhausted irreplaceably. On
the other hand, climatic chaos can prompt extreme rainfall and flash-floods. Building design can
minimise rainwater run-off, including water-holding capacity for peak rainfalls. Most rainwater
can be stored and can be used for some purposes, as can ‘grey water’ that has been used but is not
contaminated with sewage. Piped water needs to be used efficiently and water control equipment
installed. Again, sub-metering can identify efficiencies to users.

Locally, letting water lie in ditches and ponds is vital
for bio-diversity – encouraging more wildlife. It is
essential that water reaches the soil and not all be
channelled into drains. Occasionally waste water can
be treated on site using ‘living machines’ such as reed
beds to clean the water.
Much more often,
technologies such as composting toilets can be used by
churches.

Churches are called to:
(i)
(ii)

not take fresh water for granted - use it care-fully and efficiently
express solidarity with communities who suffer from water imbalances (floods, droughts,
storms)

(iii)
(iv)
(v)
(vi)

avoid pollutants entering the drainage system or soil
support eco-systems and communities whose water rights are under threat
encourage public participation in decisions which affect water management and use
collect water from church/hall roofs for appropriate local use (e.g. dual flush toilets,
watering flower beds)
(vii) Use water savers in toilets in church buildings
(viii) Avoid buying produce from drought-striken areas!
Ideas for action:
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Use eco-friendly soaps and cleaning products in church
Implement water-saving devices in church kitchens and toilets
Collect rainwater for appropriate use in churchyards and gardens
Study the World Council of Churches document
“Waters of Life”
Leave space for water to be – in churchyards and on church
land. Create a pond!
Re-use water from Baptisms (give a bottle to family,
use for flowers, sprinkle in churchyard)

Story
In 2003, a group from St. James' church in Exeter used the Harvest Festival weekend as
an opportunity to reflect on places and people of the world for whom harvest is often
a struggle or even a non-event.
During the year, Christian Aid launched its 'Water for life' campaign. This vital
campaign and our desire to respond to it chimed in very well with our feelings
about Harvest. We used their resource pack in a number of ways:
* Preparatory material for the parish magazine and weekly bulletin,
highlighting the campaign and our Harvest plans;
*
Posters and other material for a noticeboard display in church;
*
Droplet shaped drinks mats and prayer cards for the tables at the Harvest
Supper
*
Worship resources from Christian Aid and other sources (Wild Goose,
Alternative Worship) for the Sunday evening service. We put together a
Powerpoint presentation using some powerful images with the added
advantage of being able to have “paperless” worship. The readings, prayers,
meditation and most of the songs had a watery theme with the associated
ideas of being thirsty and having that thirst satisfied by God’s living water.
Over the weekend itself, we raised around £800 for the campaign and awareness
in an action of solidarity with others around the world over water issues.
See Section 7 for resources and websites

4. AREAS OF POLICY - 4(e) Transport

Do not make and worship gods of metal (Leviticus 19)

Although cars have brought social advantages, especially in isolated areas, over-use of the private
car has many damaging effects both on the community and environment. ‘Car-dependency’ is the
symptom of a mobile society which is not well-balanced and which produces high costs in terms of
accidents, congestion, pollution and dangerous emission levels.
The same can also be said of Aviation, which is the UK’s fastest cause of air pollution, and where
the true costs are externalised and will be paid for by future generations.
Air fuel (Kerosene) is not taxed which encourages cheap flights. Churches and other organizations
which plan long-distance trips on the basis of apparent cheapness should ask deeper ethical
questions of what they are doing.
In Christian churches there should be a greater emphasis on cooperation rather than competition,
and this can be developed in the ways we travel. On average, each car produces between two and
four times its own weight in carbon. A fatal road accident costs over £1 million, whilst congestion
results in an annual waste of £22 billion in the UK. Up to 80% of what we pay for food can go in
transport charges. We may know the price of petrol, but are we aware of the hidden costs of
motoring?
Clearly many Christians need to use their cars on a daily basis for work or worship, but we should
also be facing the enormous questions about the long term effects of large –scale motoring on the
ecology of God’s Earth – which may mean changing our attitudes to driving and becoming less
mobile in the future.
Churches are called to:
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)

avoid unnecessary travel through better time-planning
and making more use of electronic communication systems
explore reducing the need to make individual car
journeys for church purposes
encourage greater access to/from church events by public
transport, cycle and foot
support investment in social and community transport
schemes (e.g. Green Travel Plans)
use the South West regional churches’ report
‘On Your Bike!’ for further reflection, discussion and action

(vi) develop or support Car-Clubs for local churches and communities
(vii) challenge the assumption that everybody drives to meetings or services and provide
incentives for clergy/staff/volunteers not to drive (e.g. discounted bus passes, allowances for
cycling)

Ideas for action:
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Provide secure cycle stands at church
Arrange lift-shares to and from church services for members of the congregation
Encourage walking or cycling to church and schools
Hold meetings at times and venues which discourage unnecessary car-use
Promote expenses for church workers to include bus/train travel costs and cycling costs (e.g.
purchase of season tickets, pool bikes)
Join a car club or use the Devon Car-Share Scheme

Braunton Bus
St. Brannock’s Church in Braunton (North Devon) uses its minibus for all main services
to pick up anyone who needs transport. It mainly picks up the elderly but could be/is used
by people who don't drive or prefer to use public transport. In the week it is used by a
luncheon club to pick up the elderly who use the club.
The slogan on the rear of the vehicle states:
‘St. Brannock’s – providing services since 556AD’
This example, like the mini-bus, is well worth following!

See Section 7 for resources and websites

4. AREAS OF POLICY - (f) Money

For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also

(Luke 12)

While the global money system favours the larger corporations and Big Business, it is also essential
to support smaller companies, and especially local firms. In addition, there is a growing social
economy where there is much less emphasis on gross profit and more importance given to
community benefit. Not-for-private-profit concerns locally include Community Shops and
Businesses, Cooperative ventures, Credit Union savings schemes, Community Development and
Investment Trusts, and shared land or housing projects. There are even initiatives which use other
currencies such as LETS (Local Exchange Trading Systems) and Time Banks operating in Devon.
Churches do not always consider their use of money as they might. The pressure to maximize
returns or to buy the cheapest product can prevent us from asking deeper questions about ethics.
Yet there is a strong Christian tradition of ‘economics as if God mattered”, including criticism of
usury, gambling or investment in weapons of death.
Examples of investing (directly or indirectly) in the local or regional economy include the Wessex
Re-investment Trust Group, which offers a briefing for charities in the South West on how they can
service their ethical needs in local investment, as a diversification of part of their portfolios. There
is also the Devon Community Foundation – a charity which places great value on Devon, its
communities and people, and seeks to address changing local needs.

Drawing up an Ethical Investment Policy is not a difficult task, nor is
finding specialist or environmental investment funds. Most topquoted UK companies now have social and environmental policies.
Triodos Bank + the Co-operative Bank are good examples of
institutions which have ethical policies. Others can be found on the
Web or through the Christian Ethical Investment Group
[www.ceig.org]

Churches are called to:
(i)
(ii)

invest in socially responsible companies and pension schemes
support local community trusts and development associations

(iii)
(iv)

☺
☺
☺
☺

positively disengage with multi-national financial institutions whose investments threaten or
abuse people’s health, safety or rights or spoil the environment
work with community savings schemes and local exchange trading systems
Ideas for action:

Join your local LETS (Local Economic Trading Systems) as a congregation or church
Support and promote the use of Credit Unions in your area
Use fairly-traded drinks at church events and activities
Buy produce from local growers and fairtraded sources as much as possible

Credit Unions in Devon and Plymouth
Churches in Devon have been very involved in their support for Credit Unions in
different ways. Credit Unions are community savings and spending schemes which
are run by local people for local people.
For example, Exeter Credit Union initially based itself at Southernhay United
Reformed Church, whilst the Mint Methodist church hosted training events.
Halcyon Methodist Church provides both volunteers and a Collection Point in North
Prospect. Crownhill Baptist Church has been used as a Collection Point, and HOPE
Credit Union has a weekly service point at Mutley Baptist Church, all in Plymouth.
North Devon churches have been actively working with the Ploughshares scheme,
and Ilfracombe Credit Union received a Church Urban Fund grant towards its
setting up.
Totnes Quakers were very involved in setting up Devonlane Credit Union, which
covers much of South Devon. The Roman Catholic Church in Kingsbridge,
continues to be fully supportive of the same scheme. Most of the officers of the
Credit Union, and some of the collectors are from this Church, although members of
other denominations are also involved. The Rector of the local Anglican Church is a
member of the Supervisory Committee.
At one stage in its growth, part of the Catholic Church premises was used by
Devonlane as a Collection Point on Saturdays because of its central location in the
town.

See Section 7 for resources and websites
4. AREAS OF POLICY - (g) Trade

Speak up and judge fairly. Defend the rights of the
poor and weak
(Psalm 82)

As organisations, Churches are actually considerable purchasers and consumers. On a regular
basis they buy refreshments, office supplies and cleaning products. Occasionally they need
building materials, paints, equipment and other resources for maintaining their buildings and land.
Some even sell produce and Fairtrade goods such as greetings cards to their members or the
general public.
Such trading is not usually given much consideration, but if churches are to influence change they
may need to think again. Fairer trading practices are already accepted but could be more consistent.
Supporting local shops does make a difference to employment in the neighbourhood.
Buy Local – Buy Fair is a useful slogan for us all!
When shopping for church events greater thought should be given to the longer-term effects on the
environment and the community. Often the cheapest products are those which give such poor
returns to the manufacturers or workers in other countries.
It is important for theological and ethical reasons that Christians express their support and
solidarity for those who are economically weak and vulnerable. This can include challenging unjust
global trade practices and policies which benefit the rich rather than empower the poor. It can also
mean supporting the local economy and businesses as much as possible, to encourage jobs and
create quality services closer to our communities. ‘Trade Justice’ is an essential concept for the
Church.
Churches are called to:

(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

always use Fairtrade in principle and in practice
support community businesses, trades and services in their locality
challenge and campaign against unjust global trade which favours the
powerful at the expense of the powerless
commit themselves as Fairtrade parishes, congregations and churches

Ideas for action:
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺
☺

Initiate or support your church and community to become a Fairtrade congregation or town
(Plymouth, Exeter, Barnstaple and East Devon are Fairtrade Councils) and run a fairtrade
stall
Support the Devon Trade Justice campaign
(www.globalcentredevon.org.uk/community_campaigns_DTJN.htm)
Encourage your church members to sign pledges to support local/fairtrade/organic products
Serve only local and fairtrade produce at events such as harvest suppers and faith meals
Offer to distribute ‘Green Boxes’ (local vegetables/fruit) from your church
Use locally-made, reclaimed and recycled goods wherever possible
Use environmentally ‘green’ cleaning products (e.g. Ecover)
Buy a Church copy of the ‘Ethical Consumer Guide’ for members and the congregation to
use

Fairtrade in Barnstaple
Barnstaple Parish Church, which had previously been committed to using fairly traded
drinks in church for some years, developed a consultation with their Town Council. They
and other churches had also initiated a Fairtrade shop in their town centre.
At a subsequent Town Council meeting they agreed to press ahead to acquire Fairtrade
Status for the town. The local MP also joined the campaign which was led mainly by
children and young people from the church.
The process has been part of the parish’s ‘Eco-Congregation Status’ which was achieved in 2005

See Section 7 for resources and websites

5. INFORMATION SHEETS – (a) Ecological Footprints

The ecological footprint is a way of representing the ‘load’ imposed by a given human population
on the natural environment. It is called a footprint because it is measured in terms of the area of land
needed to provide and sustain the current levels of resource use, including energy, by that
population.
Ecological Footprints are usually expressed as hectares per person (a hectare is an area of 100
metres square or 2 acres). The footprint of a population does not necessarily coincide with the
region where the population lives. By importing resources and by living on capital (burning fossil
fuels, for example) populations frequently have ecological footprints substantially larger than the
land they occupy.
The point of presenting environmental impact in terms of land area is primarily because it can be
related directly to sustainability. A population whose ecological footprint is larger than the area of
useable land it occupies has a clear idea of how far it has to go in order to achieve sustainability.
How is the Ecological Footprint calculated?
Several different methods have been employed but a tried and tested method involves the sum of six
elements:
Cropland – the area needed to grow food, fibre and
forage crops.
Grazing land – the area needed for the grazing of
animals for meat, dairy and fibre.
Forest land – the area needed to produce all
timber products including paper and firewood.
Fishing ground – the area of sea needed to produce
seafood, fish and fishmeal, including bycatch (unwanted
catch, usually discarded). This is usually expressed as the
area of land required to produce an equivalent quantity
of meat.
Built land – land used for all buildings, roads, etc.
Energy use – this is calculated as the area of land needed
to absorb the carbon dioxide produced by burning the energy
equivalent of fossil fuel. The impact of manufactured goods
is included here as the area equivalent of the energy used
in making them.

There is an additional element in the form of a proportion of the footprint needed to be reserved for
wildlife, which directly reduces the area of land available to support human populations. There are
substantial differences of opinion about the proportion of land needed to preserve biodiversity over
a wide range of habitats. A figure of just 12% is widely used but this is almost certainly inadequate.
Somewhere near 25% is likely to be necessary.
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The first use of the method involved calculating the Ecological Footprint of various nations,
primarily because the information was available from collections of national statistics. But
increasingly, footprint analyses are being applied to a wide variety of situations. The book Sharing
Nature’s Interest contains examples of a wide range of applications from the footprints of cities
and counties, to particular activities such as travel, to comparisons of different forms of packaging
and the efficacy of recycling. The strength of the analysis is that it produces comparable results
across all such applications making it an extremely valuable tool for local government, for business,
and for other institutions and individuals who wish to find out just how much of nature’s resources
they are using and how they might move towards sustainability.
Ecological Footprint analyses are available for the South West
Region and for the city of Plymouth. The results are similar with a
total footprint of 5.56 hectares per person for the region and 5
hectares based Ecological Footprint analyses are available for the
on an incomplete analysis for the city of Plymouth. The area of
useful land in the South West Region is estimated as 1.9 hectares
per person.
The implication is that to achieve sustainability we will have to
reduce our ecological footprint to about one third of what is it
now.
To live sustainably means to live well within the Earth’s biological capacity. It is now possible for
both households and organisations to calculate their own Footprints and begin to reduce their
impacts through measurable targets and timetables. Churches should set a positive example and
lead on this through assessing their own Eco-footprints and acting appropriately
Further Reading
Mathis Wackernagel & William Rees. Our Ecological Footprint (New Society Publishers, 1996).
Nicky Chambers, Craig Simmons & Mathis Wackernagel. Sharing Nature’s Interest (Earthscan,
2000).
Other Information
The Ecological Footprints of Nations:
www.ecouncil.ac.cr/rio/focus/report/english/footprint/
South West Region Footprint: www.steppingforward.org.uk
Plymouth’s Footprint: www.plymouth.gov.uk/ecofootprint.pdf
www.ecofoot.org
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5. INFORMATION SHEETS - (b) The Principle of Contraction and Convergence
“The atmosphere is a global commons. It envelops the Earth, nurturing and protecting life. The
atmosphere belongs to no one. It is to be shared by everyone, today and in the future.
The destruction of the global atmosphere is a sin against God…Countries with high [greenhouse
gas] emissions need a conversion of the heart and demonstrably new behaviour before they seek
forgiveness”.
World Council of Churches Draft statement for the Conference of Parties to UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change, The Hague, November 2000
Climate Change is one of the most crucial environmental issues facing humanity today.
The primary cause of Climate Change is the huge and continuing increase in fossil fuel
consumption in the rich developed countries, but it is the weak and the poor who will suffer most
from its effects.
Climate change is already beginning to have major impacts on the world's climate, economy,
ecology and agriculture. It is forecast to create millions of environmental refugees and drive huge
numbers of species to extinction. Some climate scientists fear that as we disrupt the delicate balance
of God's creation, an irreversible "run-away" could occur, resulting in truly catastrophic climate
change.
The Global Commons Institute has developed a framework called Contraction and Convergence
which would prevent this climatic catastrophe and enable the world's greenhouse gas emissions to
be reduced safely and fairly.
The first step, 'Contraction', is based on agreeing a safe concentration of Carbon Dioxide (CO2) in
the global atmosphere and then determining safe annual global emissions levels which should take
the atmosphere to that target.
Having defined a ‘global budget’ for CO2, the second step, 'convergence', defines allocations to
each country based on its population size. This would ensure equity by allowing everyone in the
world to have an equal emissions allowance.
Countries unable to reduce their emissions to the agreed allowance would be able to buy the unused
emissions of other countries. Invariably, this would mean rich developed countries buying up
emissions from less developed countries who naturally have lower greenhouse gas emissions. The
income poor countries would receive through Contraction and Convergence would be used to fund
their development in a sustainable way. The framework offers a win-win solution, tackling both
climate change and funding development for the world’s poorest countries.

Understandably, the Bible does not deal directly with the issue of global climate change; such a
concept was outside the experience of the authors of the Bible. But both the Old and New
Testaments (Hebrew and Christian Scriptures) make clear that it is our duty to respect and care for
creation and that our arrogant pride in our own abilities to understand and control the world risks
bringing catastrophic consequences on ourselves and the world.
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Throughout the Bible, and specifically in Micah 6:8, God calls us to act justly and to love mercy.
Contraction and Convergence provides a just framework for mankind to begin to tread mercifully
on the earth once more.
Further contacts:
Global Commons Institute: www.gci.org.uk/contconv/cc.htm/
Christian Ecology Link: www.christian-ecology.org.uk/edm-2325 .htm
Aubrey Mayer article: www.gci.org.uk/articles/TIEMPOlayout.pdf
5. INFORMATION SHEETS - (c) Carbon Neutrality
Each person in the UK is responsible for the emission to the atmosphere of just over 11 tonnes of
carbon dioxide per year. In order to achieve sustainability this has to be balanced by the removal of
an equivalent quantity by natural processes. When this balance is achieved it is said to be carbon
neutral.
The idea of carbon neutrality is another way of estimating progress towards sustainability but one
which is rather more narrowly focussed than the Ecological Footprint, as it refers only to the
emissions of carbon dioxide. It is primarily concerned with energy use and is of direct application to
the problems of global warming and Climate Change.
There is a broad consensus within the scientific community that in order to avoid serious
consequences of Climate Change there is a need to reduce the emissions of greenhouse gasses
(primarily carbon dioxide) by at least 60% by the year 2050 with further reductions beyond that
time.
The ecological footprint does not impose a time-table for the achievement of sustainability. In
contrast to this there is a definite time constraint in the need to move substantially towards carbon
neutrality and the target of a reduction in emissions by 60% by 2050 has been accepted by the UK
government.
Carbon neutrality is a simple enough idea but its practical application
presents problems. The global carbon cycle is enormously
complicated with lots of different processes going on at different rates
and varying with the seasons and with geography. There are a wide
range of situations that can be said to be carbon neutral, and as it is a
matter of balance carbon neutrality can be achieved in two ways, by
reducing emissions and by increasing the rate of removal from the
atmosphere.
The current situation is complicated by the fact that a significant proportion of the excess carbon
dioxide produced by human activities is being absorbed by the oceans and, while there are

processes that combine carbon dioxide into solid materials (coral reefs, for example), these are not
working fast enough, and the seas are becoming more acidic, with detrimental effects on the wild
life, including the very organisms that can sequester the carbon dioxide.
There is little doubt that for the UK to achieve carbon neutrality action will be needed on both sides
of the balance. Emissions of carbon dioxide have to be substantially reduced, and, at the same time,
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the natural processes for the removal of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere have to be both
nurtured and where possible developed.
A growing number of organisations, when planning activities or events, are aiming to make them
carbon neutral (including the World Council of Churches). And, for specific activities and events it
is quite possible to work out the extent of carbon dioxide emissions involved in, say, the transport of
people to attend a meeting, or the heating and lighting of a meeting hall. By arranging for the
planting an appropriate number of trees, which will combine the carbon dioxide in their wood,
carbon neutrality can be achieved.

Future Forests (www.futureforests.com) offers to plant trees to off-set carbon dioxide emissions
and they provide calculators for a number of activities. Climate Care (www.co2.org) similarly
offers calculators for specific activities and provides a variety of opportunities to off-set carbon
dioxide emissions.
There is obviously scope for churches and congregations to aim for such carbon neutrality in at least
some of their activities.
Further Reading:
Devon Churches Green Action. Cool It! Climate Change and the Devon Churches. Exeter Diocesan
Council for Church and Society, 2003.
Also see www.forestresearch.gov.uk
www.thecarbontrust.co.uk

5

6. MONITORING AND REVIEW
“Nobody can do everything, but everyone should do something” is an important perspective for
Christian green action. For various reasons there will be limits to what any church office or
congregation can do, but it is vital that we now take steps to reverse the damage we are inflicting
on the Earth. We can change our habits, our actions and our policies, to be more mindful of God’s
call to love life and not to be blinded by greed, or convenience or short-term economic motivation.
The Kingdom of God, says Jesus, is like a mustard seed… It is seeds of change and hope that we
now need to plant and cultivate if the life of future generations is not to be seriously threatened.
*

each part of the Church (offices, centres, local congregations etc) is encouraged to set
appropriate targets for itself in each of these seven areas and monitor progress towards those
targets

Action in working towards achievement of these objectives should have regard to:
*
*
*
*
*

the challenge of meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their needs
the potential for harnessing the skills, expertise and enthusiasm of Church members, as
witnessed in many Churches engaged in the national Eco-Congregation Programme
the opportunities for co-operation and joint initiatives with other Churches and
environmental bodies such as local authorities and environmental NGOs
the effectiveness of the overall mission of the Church and the overall demands upon church
budgets
the valuable contribution of small steps by individuals as well as major initiatives

The Council for Church and Society will keep
these policies under review. It will assess progress
towards achievement of the principles and objectives
in consultation with the Boards and Committees of the
Devon churches. Parishes and congregations are invited
to support and encourage the pursuit of these objectives
at the local church level.
‘World Without End…’ commends commitment to co-operation and joint initiatives with other
Churches. To this end, Devon Churches Green Action maintains close contact with other
denominations and Christian environmental organisations through the Environmental Issues
Network (EIN) of Churches Together in Britain and Ireland and also with the European Christian
Environmental Network (ECEN). The World Council of Churches desk on ‘Justice, Peace and
Creation’ is an additional point of contact and resource at a global level.

WORLD WITHOUT END…..
7. RESOURCES AND READING
General
Books

Websites

Sharing God’s Planet (Church House Publishing, 2005)
Hugh Montefiore – Time to Change (BRF, 1997)
Earth and Faith: A Book of Reflection for Action (United Nations Environment
Programme, 2000)
Tim Cooper – Sustaining the Earth (St. John’s, 1997)
Devon Churches Green Action Eco-Audit
Christian Ecology Link www.christian-ecology.org.uk
European Christian Environment Network (ECEN) www.ecen.org
Sustain www.sustainweb.org
Sustainability South West www.sustainabilitysouthwest.org.uk
Eco-Congregations www.ecocongregation.org
World Council of Churches www.wcc.org

Buildings and Land
Books

Websites

John Kibble – Energy Use in Church Buildings
Property Sustainability Matters (King Sturge, 2005)
The Witness of our Buildings (Quaker Green Concern)
Nigel Cooper – Wildlife in Church and Churchyard (1995)
Energy Efficient Products www.saveenergy.com
Soil Association www.soilassociation.org
Worldwide Fund for Nature www.wwf.uk.org
Woodland Trust www.woodland-trust.org.uk

Energy
Books

Websites

‘Cool It – Climate Change and the Devon Churches’ Devon Churches Green
Action (2003)
Energy Study Pack (Methodist Publishing, 2003)
Faith and Power (Christian Ecology Link, 2006)
The Carbon Trust www.thecarbontrust.co.uk
Devon Association for Renewable Energy (DARE) www.devondare.org
Energy Savings Trust www.est.org
Devon Energy Efficiency Advice Centre 0800-512 012
www.devon-energy-advice.co.uk
For green electricity advice see:
www.ethiscore.org/report.aspx?ID=245274&free=true

Money

Books

Websites

CEL leaflet on Ethical Investment
Ron van Drimmeln Faith in a Global Economy (WCC, 1998)
Martyn Goss Where Your Treasure Is (1993)
Christian Ethical Investment Group (CEIG) www.ceig.org
Ethical Investment Research Service www.eiris.org
Ethical Investment Association www.ethicalinvestment.org.uk
Community Enterprise Unit www.ceultd.co.uk
Co-Active Southwest www.co-active.org.uk
Wessex Re-investment Trust www.wessexrt.co.uk

Trade
Books

Websites

Ethical Consumer magazine
Ronald J. Sider Rich Christians in a World of Hunger (2005)
William Young and Richard Welford Ethical Shopping (2002)
Fairtrade Foundation www.fairtrade.org.uk
Traidcraft www.traidcraft.co.uk
Devon Trade Justice Network www.tradejusticemovement.org.uk
Make Poverty History www.makepovertyhistory.org
Devon Development Education www.globalcentredevon.org.uk/dde
Devon Own www.ownonline.co.uk/index2.php
Good Shopping Guide www.thegoodshoppingguide.co.uk

Transport
Books
Websites

Anne Semlyen Cutting Your Car Use (2000)
“On Your Bike!’ – South West Churches Transport Group (2005)
Tearfund Guide to tourism’ www.tearfund.org
Transport 2000 www.transport2000.org.uk
SUSTRANS www.sustrans.or.guk
Car Share Devon www.shareacar.com/devon
Devon Car Clubs www.carclubs.org.uk or www.co-cars.co.uk
Freecycle: www.freecycle.org

Waste
Books
Websites

Nicky Scott Reduce, Reuse, Recycle (2004)
Nicky Scott Composting for All (2004)
Devon Furniture Forum info@devonfurnitureforum.co.uk (01752-896211)
Devon Community Re-cycling Network www.dcrn.org.uk
Devon Community Composting Network www.dccn.org.uk
Environment Agency www.environment_agency.gov.uk
Envirowise www.envirowise.gov.uk

Water
Books

Websites

‘Splash Out’ pack from Tearfund
Vanadana Shiva Water Wars (2002)
Waters of LifeWorld Council of Churches
Water Aid www.wateraid-org.uk

Christian Aid www.christian-aid.org.uk
United Nations: Water for People, Water for Life www.unesco.org/water
Ecumenical Water Network www.wcc-coe.org/wcc/what/jpc/water-of-life.pdf
Tearfund www.tearfund.org
Sustainable Urban Drainage Schemes (SUDS) www.sustainabledrainage.co.uk
Further resources and reading lists are available on request from CCS

8. SUGGESTIONS FOR POLICY STATEMENTS
(Particularly for Church Councils or Departments.
To be adapted for use at local level as appropriate)
MONEY

(Finance Committees)

We will pay attention to environmental concerns in our banking and investment practice, and
continue to pay regard to the national church ethical investment policy.
We will continue to use, and recommend to others, rates of car mileage payments that encourage the
use of more environmentally-friendly vehicles.
We will take environmental concerns into account in managing diocesan glebe land, and other
property owned by the diocese, and seek to encourage tenants and other occupiers to do the same.
We will seek ways to assess the value of our land and property for wildlife, and to manage them to
conserve biodiversity, wherever possible.

BUILDINGS AND LAND (Churches, Clergy Houses and Schools)
We will seek to meet the environmental standards set by the Green Guide for clergy housing, and
accept that additional costs may be incurred.
We will encourage parishes, architects and contractors to take environmental concerns into account
in their work.
We will encourage parishes, architects and contractors to take environmental concerns fully into
account in their work.
To look at the appropriate use of renewable energy, e.g. wood fired boilers, sun and turbines.
Encourage appropriate use of church buildings, churchyards, etc. to support wildlife.
We will assess the value of our land and property for wildlife, and manage them to conserve
biodiversity, wherever possible.
We will develop our church buildings and land in corporation with others to provide community
facilities, including social housing, employment activities and voluntary projects.

TRANSPORT

(Travel and Vehicles)

We will encourage environmentally-friendly forms of transport, walk, cycle, use public transport,
share cars, keep journeys to meeting venues short wherever possible, and keep fossil fuel emissions
as low as we can.

ENERGY

(Property)

We will undertake an energy audit at least every three years, look for economies in heating, use
thermostats, fit low-energy light bulbs, improve insulation, switch to ‘green’ energy suppliers,
install solar panels, keep temperatures down, avoid stand-by mode and turn off computers and
electrical appliances when not in use, and seek to save energy, wherever possible.
WASTE (Purchasing and Disposal)
We will seek ways to reduce consumption, particularly of paper and envelopes, and the impact of
our activities on the environment, use recycled paper, re-use and repair wood and other items,
recycle waste and if necessary take it to collection points, reduce the negative social and
environmental impacts of computers, use low-environmental impact cleaning materials (avoiding
chlorine-based and phosphate-rich powders), avoid using disposable and plastic items, avoid
artificial fertilisers and pesticides, and use wood from sustainable sources, wherever possible.
TRADE (Purchasing and Procurement)
We will seek to purchase food and drink that meets the LOAF principles (Locally-sourced,
Organically-grown, Animal-friendly, Fairly-traded), avoid over-catering, and use seasonal foods.
WATER (Maintenance)
We will avoid using water unnecessarily, install water meters where appropriate, check for leakages
regularly, fit water-minimising systems to taps and cisterns, and collect rainwater, wherever
possible.
Adopting and Applying your Environmental or Ethical Policies
Finally, we invite your group formally to adopt your policy, sign it and date it. If you would like
others to know what you have agreed to do to ‘sustain and renew the life of the earth’ in your
locality, we invite you to send a copy of your policy to the Council for Church and Society. Please
publicise your policy widely, and review it at agreed intervals.

WORLD WITHOUT END… is a set of papers designed to encourage Christian churches to reexamine their ecological or environmental policies and practices.
As part of our understanding of our social responsibility it is important to ask questions of the
impact we have on God’s Earth, and to change our behaviour accordingly.
This pack outlines issues such as Church Buildings, Energy, Churchyards, Trade and Investment
and highlights examples of Devon churches striving to make a world of difference.

You are to serve the Earth and preserve it (Genesis 2:15)

Devon Churches Green Action, Council for Church and Society,
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e.mail: ccs@exeter.anglican.org / www.exeter.anglican.org/ccs
May 2006

Printed on 100% re-cycled paper by Kingfisher Print and Design Ltd., Totnes

